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Almost as soon as it is created, definite literature dissolves into
folklore again.

Permanency was long the ideal of definite literature: a classic
is a book that survives. This ideal is fading. Science and litera-
ture are constantly in the making. We are beginning to accept
change as the only permanent reality. The best work of the day
may be ephemeral in its definite form. We are resigned to see
it revert almost immediately to folklore. Let author and text
be forgotten, if human thought lives and expands.